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Important Dates: 

September 24  

Caring  & Safe Schools 

Assembly 

11 am Global Bears 

Welcome Event 

 

September 26  

7pm Europe Trip     

Information Evening in 

the Library 

 

September 27 

P.A. Day 

 

September 30 

National Day of Truth 

& Reconciliation 

Safety Week 

 

October 3 

Diamond Day: Rosh 

Hashanah 

 

Dear Langstaff Families and Community Members:  

Although the leaves are beginning to turn we are still enjoying summer weather – and we love 

the continuation of summer.  

We are very excited that fall sports have begun and students have the opportunity to              

participate and get involved in their school community. Try outs for the sports teams are      

announced over the morning announcements. Our Cross Country Running Team, Girls         

Basketball, and Boys Soccer are off to a great start. We also had our Clubs Fair a couple of 

weeks ago and many clubs are up and running.  

Our Global Bears Club will have their “Welcome Event” for our newcomer students on           

September 24 and on September 25; our Wellness Club will be hosting their second, weekly, 

lunchtime wellness event. This week students can participate in a fun art activity called “pass 

the canvas”.  

This upcoming week is YRDSB’s Safety Week. During this week (and into next week) we have 

held or will be holding a practice Fire Drill, Lock Down Drill, Hold & Secure Drill, and Bomb 

Threat Drill. As well, all our students a Safe School’s Assembly led by LSS administration.  

September 27 will also be our first Professional Activity Day. On that day, while all students 

will be at home enjoying a day away from school, our staff will be participating in professional 

learning all day. In the morning, the staff will engaging our safety compliance training. In the 

afternoon, we will be working on our school improvement plans for this year, and teachers will 

then have an opportunity to work in their departments on department planning.  

With the return to fall, many of our Grade 12 students begin to think about their options, in 

terms of postsecondary offerings for next year.  The Guidance department will be hosting an 

assembly on September 26 for all potential graduates. At this assembly, the grade 12 students 

will learn about the various pathways available to them and the applications process to both 

college and university. We will continue this learning for parents at our October School Council 

meeting on Tuesday, October 22 at 7:00 pm in the Library. Don’t worry we will have a few     

reminders before this date is upon us.  

Thank you again for your optimism and patience.  We look forward to a rewarding semester.  

Should you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us in the main office. We love 

hearing from you! 

 

Ms. S. Epstein  

Principal  
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Dear Langstaff SS Families,  

 

As you may know, in 2024, the Ontario Ministry of Education introduced a directive modifying the use of personal mobile de-

vices in classrooms. YRDSB already has Policy and Procedure 194.0 - Appropriate Use of Technology and many measures 

around personal mobile devices in place. The changes you may see in September will bring alignment with the new Ministry 

Directive. The following expectations for students’ use of personal mobile devices are outlined in the revised Provincial Code of 

Conduct (PPM 128), and the York Region District School Board’s Policy #668 Caring and Safe Schools.  

 

A personal mobile device is any personal electronic device that can be used to communicate or access the internet, such as a 

laptop, cellphone, tablet or smart watch. 

 

 

Expectations 

Students are responsible for their personal mobile device, how they use it and the consequences of not following the provincial 

or school board policy.  

 

Students’ personal mobile devices must be powered off or set to silent mode, except under the circumstances outlined below: 

for educational purposes, as directed by an educator 

for health and medical purposes 

to support special education needs 

 

Students in secondary school can bring a personal mobile device to school, but will be able to  

use it only during non-instructional time.  

 

 

New Practices at School  

If an educator sees a personal mobile device that is not turned off or set to silent mode, even after staff reminders, the student 

may be required to place their personal mobile device in a storage area in a location designated by the educator for the class or 

period. 

 

Your child may face consequences if they use their personal mobile device inappropriately. Progressive discipline may apply 

and families may be notified. 

 

Resources: 

Families play an important role in teaching children about finding a healthy balance in using technology. You may wish to 

access the following resources: 

Media Smarts - Four Tips for Managing Your Kids’ Screen Time 

School Mental Health Ontario - Helping Your Child Manage Digital Technology 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health - Problem Gambling and Technology Use Treatment Services  

 

For additional information regarding Policy/Program (PPM) 128, please visit the Ministry of Education’s Cellphones and 

other mobile devices in schools site or the York Region District School Board’s website. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Ms. S. Epstein   

Principal. 

 

 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP194-AppropriateUseOfTechnology
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128
https://mediasmarts.ca/four-tips-managing-your-kids%E2%80%99-screen-time
https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Info-sheet-helping-your-child-manage-digital-technology.pdf
https://www.camh.ca/en/your-care/programs-and-services/problem-gambling--technology-use-treatment
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools
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Secondary Interim Report Cards  

In semester one, families will receive three reports including the Interim Report, Mid-Semester 

Report and Semester End Report. Our reports provide you information about your child’s 

achievement throughout the first semester. 

  

Interim reports are part of the ongoing communication from our school to support student 

achievement and well-being. We hope that this report will provide valuable feedback for your 

child while supporting conversations about learning at home. Distribution of your child’s interim 

report card for the first semester will begin on October 15/16. These reports will be distributed using the 

same process used for Mid-Semester and Final Reports via student GAPPS accounts. 

 

Health And Safety Week  

 

The York Region School Board is committed to ensuring the safety of students, staff, and visitors in the event of 

an emergency situation. As such, during Safety Week (September 23 to 27, 2024) and throughout the school year, 

schools in our Board practise various safety drills, including Fire Drills, Lockdown Drills, Hold and Secure Drills 

and the newly established Bomb Threat Drill. It is critical that all members of our school community become fa-

miliar with emergency protocols as they are designed to keep all of us safe at school. Please refer to Board Policy 

#669.0 for more information about Emergency Preparedness and Crisis Management.  

  

Practicing drills may create some anxiety for some students. If you are concerned about how these situations 

might impact the mental health and well-being of your child, please contact school administrators, as we have 

school mental health professionals available to support your child. 

General Supports for Emotional Well-Being 

• 310-COPE: 905-310-COPE (2673) or 1-855-310-COPE (2673) - available 24/7 

KidsHelpPhone: 1-800-668-6868, text 686868 - available 24/7 

• Mental Health Helpline: 1-866-531-2600 - available 24/7 

York Hills Help Phone Line: 905-503-9561 Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. for children and youth 

(0-18 years) and their parents, caregivers or adult supporters. 

Trans Lifeline 

Black Youth Helpline 

Naseeha Helpline/ 

2SLGBTQ+ Youthline 

  

 

  

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-669-Emergency-Preparedness
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-669-Emergency-Preparedness
https://compmedia.yrdsb.ca/yrdsb-health-safety-compliance-training-2024-school-based-staff
http://www.yorkhills.ca/
https://translifeline.org/
https://blackyouth.ca/
https://naseeha.org/
https://www.youthline.ca/
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Medical Health Care Forms/Allergies 

  

If your child has a serious life-threatening allergy or medical condition, please inform the office to complete the appro-
priate medical forms. There are students and staff members in our school who have life-threatening allergies to nuts and 
other allergens. To help create an allergen-safe environment, do not bring nuts or nut products to school. 

  

It is critical that parents and guardians share information with us about students’ serious or life-

threatening medical conditions or other health-related matters so that we can create fulsome Health 

Care Plans that help keep students safe. We encourage students, who are able, to contribute to the crea-

tion of these plans too. 

  

Please access forms below as needed. Completed forms and medication can be placed in a sealable bag, 

with the student’s name marked on the bag and left in the Main Office  As always, please contact us with 

any questions or concerns. 

  

Health Care Plan Form 

Diabetes Health Care Plan 

Asthma Health Care Plan 

Anaphylaxis Health Care Plan 

Epilepsy/Seizure Disorder Health Care Plan  

Attendance Reminder 

Parents/Guardians are reminded to report all late or absent notices to the Attendance Office                   

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE by calling: 905-889-6266 ext.: 1 

OR 

email: langstaff.ss.attendance@yrdsb.ca                                                                                        

Should your student have a planned absence for 3 or more days, an Extended Absence Form must be 

signed by each subject teacher, parent/guardian and the Vice-Principal prior to leaving for the absence; 

Extended Absence Forms are available at the Main Office. 

Student Parking 

Langstaff SS has a student designated parking lot, which is on the west side of the school. In order to 

park there, students must come to the office and pick up a student parking form and have it filled out 

and signed by their parent/guardian.  This form is available in the main office.   

Tutoring Available at school 

 

Science- Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at Lunch (rm 231) 

Math- Thursdays after school (rm 164) 

Geography- Mondays and Wednesdays at lunch (rm 252) 

French- Fridays afterschool (rm 155)   

Peer Tutoring for all subjects- Wednesdays and Fridays at Lunch (rm 121) 

 

 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/middlefield.ci/parents/Documents/FOR-healthprov-662-05.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Documents/FOR-diabeteshealthcareplan.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Documents/FOR-asthmahealthcareplan.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Documents/FOR-anaphylactichealthcareplan.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Documents/FOR-seizurehealthcareplan.pdf
mailto:langstaff.ss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
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LANGSTAFF SS From the Library Learning Commons… 

We’ve had a great start to the 2024/2025 school year! On Sept. 3, we welcomed the Grade 9 students to the library 

learning commons for a short visit as they made their way around the different workshops throughout the day. We 

are excited to report that the library learning commons orientation sessions are now underway, the English as a 

Second Language (ESL) classes started this week and we will welcome back the Grade 9 classes next week. Im-

portant information about access to print and digital resources is shared with students as well as an emphasis on 

the importance of academic honesty while completing assignments. Through a variety of interactive activities, stu-

dents explore research and writing strategies to help them develop essential skills and achieve success in all their 

courses.  

It was a pleasure meeting some of you and welcoming you to our space at our first school council meeting of the 

year. If you have any questions about our program or resources, please contact us.  

We look forward to welcoming all our students throughout the semester and will keep you posted on our events and 

activities in the library learning commons. We appreciate your continued support! 

 

Sharon Romero 

Department Head of Library 

School Bell Timetable 

Period 1 8:25 am – 9:40 am 

Period 2 9:45 am – 11:05 am 

Lunch 11:10 am – 11:50 am 

Period 3 11:55 am – 1:10 pm 

Period 4 1:15 pm – 2:30 pm 
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      YOUR GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT MISSION STATEMENT 

Support and promote students’ well-being and continuous growth in three areas: personal (student) development,  
interpersonal development, and career development in order to help them develop resilience and realize their potential 
(success) as individuals and as valuable members of society. 
 -Ontario School Counsellors’ Association 

News From Guidance 

 
 
 
 

Stay Connected and in the “Loop”: Continue to stay up to date 
by following us on Instagram and LSS Guidance & Success Google Classroom. 

Instagram: @lssguidance 

Google Classroom: https://classroom.google.com/c/NjcxOTQwNzYzNDFa?cjc=4rjwryf 

 

Guidance Appointments can be made in person by coming to guidance.  There is a red binder on a 
standing desk in the Guidance Office.  Students can book with their respective counsellor, by alpha last 
name.   The appointments are made available every Monday morning for the week.  
 

Accessing Your 

Guidance Team                       

Ms. A. Ventrice,   

angela.ventrice@yrdsb.ca 

Alpha A-M 

                                                                     Ms. A. Sitt  

                                                     alice.sitt@yrdsb.ca 

                                                                        Alpha N-Z 

  
  

 Contact Information:  Please note the Guidance Counselors below 

Mrs.  L. Rico, Guidance Secretary  

lina.rico@yrdsb.ca 

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjcxOTQwNzYzNDFa?cjc=4rjwryf
mailto:reina.chidiac@yrdsb.ca
mailto:reina.chidiac@yrdsb.ca
mailto:lina.rico@ydsb.ca
https://twitter.com/WCIGuidance?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Guidance News 

 

Message from Student Success & Guidance 

 

Please join our Google Classroom to get updates on various important topics at school.  Some topics in-

clude: post-secondary, volunteer and leadership opportunities, guidance updates, Adanced Placement 

(AP), clubs and teams..etc. 

Join Code: 4rjwryf 

Students, Parents/guardians, and Staff are all welcome to join. 

 

Volunteer with the YRDSB’s Indigenous and International Languages Program 

 

The YRDSB’s Indigenous Languages and International Languages (ILIL) Program is seeking 

secondary student volunteers to support the sites running the elementary language courses 

across the York Region.  

 

Earn a minimum of 2.5 hours a week, available between weekday 

evenings (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM or Saturday 

mornings from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM / 9:30 AM to 12:00PM). 

 

By volunteering with our program, you can gain valuable experience as:  

•A Classroom Volunteer who:  

-supports the students to understand the lessons and tasks  

-assists the teacher/instructor in various tasks 

 

 • An Office Volunteer who:  

-assists office administrators with collection and organization of tasks 

-supports the office staff with relaying communications 

 

 • A Hallway Volunteer who:  

-monitors for safety  

-directs students/parents/visitors to appropriate classrooms/the ILIL site office  

 

For more information, email the ILIL Main Office at ILIL@yrdsb.ca  

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/indigenous-languages-and-international-languages/job-and-

volunteer-opportunities 

 

The Scholarship Report 

Enclosed in our Parent Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=ILIL%40yrdsb.ca&authuser=0
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/indigenous-languages-and-international-languages/job-and-volunteer-opportunities
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/indigenous-languages-and-international-languages/job-and-volunteer-opportunities
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Board News 

 

Ministry Of Education Survey 

On May 30, 2024, the Ministry of Education announced that it would be launching 

consultations in fall 2024 with students, parents, job creators, educators and other 

stakeholders on the practical life skills students need to build a strong foundation 

for future success through modernized home economics education. To learn more 

visit Province Introduces New High School Graduation Requirements for a Stronger 

Ontario Diploma. 

  

The Ministry has asked school boards to assist in the promotion and collection of 

feedback on the practical life skills that parents, students and educators think could 

be included or strengthened. 

  

The anonymous Ministry Survey: Launch of Life Skills Consultation, designed by 

the Ministry, will take approximately 10 minutes to complete and will remain open 

until September 24, 2024. Administrators can share this link in their communica-

tion with families. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004651/province-introduces-new-high-school-graduation-requirements-for-a-stronger-ontario-diploma
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004651/province-introduces-new-high-school-graduation-requirements-for-a-stronger-ontario-diploma
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoeeMHlPM8zameE2Ttqu0D1GvJs2A4J8cUPL_9ORVUQHrfcg/viewform
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